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How, when, and why American have media exposed global
human rights abuses?

Frederic A. Moritz, writer, teacher, and former Asia
correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor has

designed and maintainsthis site as an academic cour se
supplement, a stimulusto research and, and a guideto
what is available on the web.

Thisisnot an " advocacy site" but an effort to" bridge" a
variety of perspectives.

The case studies may be used on line or downloaded in
Jpdf format for useas" e-books" viewablewith Acrobat

Reader. Email the author to purchase at nominal pricea
periodically updated cd rom of the entire website.

Thiswriting has grown from the author'swork asa
correspondent covering Chinese domestic and foreign
policy -- and from mor e than twenty year s of teaching and
resear ch on theinterplay of journalism and politics. It
seeksto:

*Develop an overall framework
for better understanding the
economic, cultural and
technological conditions under
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which American media
spotlight overseasabusesin a
way which impacts American
attitudes, palitics, and policies.

*Spotlight the sometimesfine
line between distorted
sensationalism producing

ster eotypes and propaganda
about over seas events -- and
insightful exposure of over seas
brutality in a way which
encour ages constr uctive action
by gover nments and peoplesin
America and elsewhere.

*Exploretheinherent
selectivity of American human
rightsjournalism -- as shaped
by technology, politics, culture,
and thelogic of history.

*Exploretheway in which
American human rights
reporting can act asa

" gateway" to produce or justify
war.

*|[luminate the circumstances
under which American
journalists have ignored or
papered over massive abuse --
such asin the cases of Hitler
and Stalin.

*Examine the impact of
changing technology of global
human rightsreportingin
media such astelevision and the
Inter net. New technologies have
cut information barriers,
helped human rights advocates
gain media attention, and
visually dramatized bloody



government crackdowns and
emaciating famines.

TO STIR THE POT; OR CALM THE TEMPER?

Born of Victorian tastes, two " outsiders," Joseph Pulitzer
and Mary Baker Eddy, took opposite approachesto
journalism reform. Pulitzer's" Yellow Journalism" helped

set the stage for modern human rightsreporting. But the
reform movements pioneered by The New York Timesand
The Christian Science M onitor have complemented and
restrained the jour nalistic excessesinherited by today's
media from " the yellows." Download " e-book" in .pdf.

BEYOND BELIEF: ISTHISA "NAZ| KIND OF
THING?"

|s Saddam Hussein " Hitler Revisited?" How eventsof the
1930's created an atrocity " archetype' which, even today,
triggersjournalistic investigation of " Nazi kind of things."
With hindsight it seemsalmost incredible that American
media so thor oughly failed in their coverage of repression
by Hitler and Stalin. The prevailing media failings of the
1930's can be seen as a lesson against which progressin
human rights cover age can be measured. Takeatour of a
time when journalists seemed to " sleep” and explore some
simple reasonswhy the " holocaust” of German
concentration camps seemed ignored until after World
War Il. Download " e-book" in .pdf.

THISJOURNALIST ASA SPY: REPORTING WAR
PLANS; 9/11

This essay analyzes the pitfalls of intelligence gathering --
and therole of thejournalist as" intelligence analyst." It

exploresissuesof " surprise attack" by tracing the impact
of Japan's attack on Pear| Harbor right up to the" Second
Bush Administration" and the attack on the World Trade
Center. Intelligence can be compromised by the " fog" of

reality, by failureto communicate, or by political blinders
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at "thetop." Based in part on thiswriter's personal
experiencein reporting Deng Xiaoping's secret decision to
invade Vietham on February 17, 1979. Deng would prove
once again, asin China's decision to launch human wave
assaultson American troopsin Korea some 30 years
before, that a once humiliated Chinawould risk a wider
war to " stand up." Download " e-book" in .pdf

WHAT THE CAMERA CATCHES: OVERSEASCRIME

BEAT

An examination of the changing conditions under which
human rightsissues become defined as" news' -- and
when patriotism (asin the Afghan and Irag wars) seemsto
shapeit to patriotic purposes or makeit off-limits. An
historical overview of how communications and
technology help American international human rights
journalism providethe sexy " blood and gore" for overseas
reporting. Supported by the technology of TV with its
vivid emphasis on violence and suffering, human rights
reporting has become our overseas crimereporting, a way
of " humanizing" the abstractions of distant peoples.
Coverageisgreatest when thereisclearly " blood on the
shovel." Download " e-book" in .pdf

GATEWAY TO WAR: MY LAI, MEDIA, AND IRAQ

In thewar with Irag American " on-team" media help
integrate many classic American themes -- from lofty
Idealistic human rights crusades, to ruthless Indian
fighting to crafty " realpolitik." Thisstudy traces
developmentsin American journalism which foreshadow
the current emphasis on human rightsissuesin over seas
reporting. Tracestheroots of modern human rights
journalism in the 19th century, especially " yellow
journalism;" surveysearly examples, summarizesthe
impact of World War |l and the holocaust. Explores
American journalism'srecord of sometimes " taking on"
American atrocities. It also exploresthe explosion of
human rights reporting and awar ds boosted by the
Vietnam War, the Water gate scandal and the human
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rights policies of the Carter years. Download " e-book" in
pdf

MARGARET FULLER: THE"MOTHER" WHO LED
THE WAY

ThisNew England intellectual - also a poet and an essayist -
was perhapsthefirst great pioneer to make of journalism
awatchdog for alerting American readersto human rights
issues abroad. A decade before the Civil War, as Europe
erupted in therevolutions of 1848, Margaret Fuller, the
"mother" of human rightsjournalism, became a foreign
correspondent asthe last stagein a personal voyage of
intenseintellectual and emotional growth. She was an
intellectual who became a foreign correspondent - rather
than ajournalist by trade. Download " e-book" in .pdf

OVERVIEW IN"YELLOW": THE"FATHER" WHO
LED THE WAY

How "yellow journalists’ of the Hear st and Pulitzer
chains became human rights pioneers. An examination of
"yellow journalism" at home and abroad -- and of the
deep roots of today's " watchdog" human rightsreporting
in the Victorian moralism of a century ago. An
introduction to how James Creelman, the" father" of
human rightsjournalism, exposed the Japanese massacre
of Chinese civilians during the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-
1995, then joined other American reportersto open the
way for the Spanish American war by exposing and
sensationalizing Spanish brutalitiesin Cuba. Download " e-

book" in .pdf

CREELMAN AT PORT ARTHUR: FORGOTTEN
SEEDS OF PROPHECY

A case study of how " yellow journalist” James Creelman
helped launch American journalism as a power on the
world stage. He caused an international scandal by
exposing Japanese atr ocities during the Sino-Japanese
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War of 1894-1895. Although an admirer of Japan,
Creelman'sreporting forced an apology from Japan and
prophetically exposed the roots of Japan's later WWI 1
atrocities. Hisreporting provided deep, but quickly
forgotten, insightsinto Japan's moder nization and
expansion. Thisessay compares early and contemporary
human rights reporting and examines the delicate balance
between watchdog and propagandist. Download " e-book"

in .pdf

CREELMAN IN CUBA: "YELLOW" SEEDS OF WAR

A case study of how " yellow journalists’ exposed the
brutalities of the pacification campaign conducted by
Spain in the 1890's. The coverage led to America's war
with Spain after the sinking of the battleship Mainein
Havana harbor. Spanish abuses helped justify American
empirein Cuba and the Philippines. Atrocitiesin Cuba
foreshadowed a coming century of guerrillawar - and how
journalistswould cover it. America'swar with Philippine
guerrillainsurgents, Britain'swar against the Boersin
southern Africa, partisan warsin World War 11, and
America’'swar against Viethamese communistsall too
often made academic the niceties of the Geneva
Conventions. Download " e-book" in .pdf

SPANISH LEGACY: THE IMPACT OF SANTO
DOMINGO

Just what was going on in Cuba in the 1890's when

"yellow journalists' filed sometimes sensational reportson
Spanish atrocities against Cubansduring arebellion for
independence? Guest essayist Jaime GARCIA-
RODRIGUEZ comparesthetacticsused by Spain's
General Valeriano Weyler at thetime of hismandatein
Cuba (1896-97) with those later used by the British Army
during the Boer War (1899-1902) and by the French Army
during the Algerian war (1954-61). Weyler brought to
Cubathe brutal violent experience of prolonged war in
Santo Domingo. Download " e-book" in .pdf
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EUROPEAN MEDIA "WATCHDOG" UNITED STATES

Hasthe U.S. legal system, as practiced in Jefferson
County, Colorado, violated civilized standards of human
rightsin relation to the treatment of children? That isthe
guestion posed by a casein late October 1999 which was
littlereported in the United States but sparked outragein
some countries of Europe. News media thereraised public
concern for pressure on the American government in the
case of an 11 year old Swiss-American boy arrested and
imprisoned on charges of sexual abuse related to incest.

Download " e-book™ in .pdf
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